
Script for Centenary Evening 

7.00 –People arrive. Organise drinks and buffet for themselves.  

7.30 Brief introduction from Mr Fearnley 

7.32 Presentations begin 

H Good evening ladies and gentlemen. My name is Holly Johnson, and I am the Head girl at 
Malton School this year.  I would like to welcome you all to this special evening, which I hope you 
will find interesting and enjoyable 

L. Good evening. I am Lewis Rawling, Head Boy for this year.  Can I add my welcome to Holly’s. 
I hope we have something of interest for you tonight in our presentation and our displays.  

B. Good evening everyone. I am Bryony Hall, deputy head girl, and the third in our team of 
presenters for tonight.  We are going to take you on a whistlestop tour of the last one hundred 
years, with the help of some slides that should appear on the screen.  

J. And last but not least, good evening to you all. I am Josh Eldridge-Smith, deputy head boy.  
As well as the four of us, we will be joined on stage by some of our talented musicians during the 
presentations.   Oh, and at the end of what we have to say, our headteacher Mr Williams would like 
to say a few words.  We thought we had better let him talk to you – otherwise he might sulk.  

B. Head Boys and Girls are always chosen from the final year group in main school – we are 
Year 11 students – many of you would call us 5th formers.  We also have a thriving sixth form, and 
they have a student president and vice presidents, and we are pleased to welcome president and 
former head boy Harry Francis, and vice president Aya Abrahams, who hope to hold some interviews 
with you later – please talk to them and share your memories.    

H.   Our school can trace it’s beginnings back as far at the reign of Henry VIII, when in 1547 the 
Archbishop of York, Robert Holgate, founded three grammar schools – one in Hemsworth, near 
Barnsley, on in York, and the third in the grounds of the priory at Old Malton, a house which still 
stands in front of St Mary’s Priory church.  You can see the foundation document in our entrance 
foyer. 

L. So that was 450, no 470, er  – that was well over 400 hundred years ago. Why the centenary 
celebrations?   Well, the school on its present site on Middlecave Road formally opened on 26 
September 1911, so the East Wing of the school as we now know it was 100 years old two weeks 
ago.   

H. I hope you have picked up a commemorative programme. You will see an article in there 
extracted from the Yorkshire Post of the day.  There is an interesting story behind this - Mr Fearnley 
received a copy of the newspaper from a builder in 2003, who had been doing some renovation 
work in Leeds, and came across the Yorkshire Post 1911 stuffed behind some old wardrobes.  He saw 
our name and posted it on to us. 

L. Also in the programme are some notes about the architect responsible for the buildings – 
Walter Brierley is a famous local architect, noted for his use of the arts and crafts movement ideas. 



He built a number of other schools in York, as well designing County Hall at Northallerton, and a 
private house, Sion Hill near Thirsk.   

H. In 1911 only about 40 students were on roll, but this quickly grew and the building which 
was designed for 120 soon filled up.  

L. The first headteacher was Ernest Loraine Watt, who was even younger than Mr Williams, 
taking up his post aged 35, and staying in charge until his death in 1936.  

H. Let’s break for our first piece of music tonight, from the period that the school was opened.  
In 1911 Claude Debussy was at the height of his productive powers, and one of the series of pieces 
he wrote at the time was his Preludes for piano– impressionist sketches in music.  

L. One of the most beautiful and most famous is La Fille Aux Cheveux Du Lin – The Girl With the 
Flaxen Hair.  Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome last year’s deputy head boy, James Poole, to 
play for us.  

James Poole, Piano, Girl With the Flaxen Hair 

J. Thank you James.  In 1935 the school expanded when the fourth side of the “quad” was 
built.  Our site manager, John Coates, unearthed the plans for this extension a few years ago – you 
can have a closer look at them later.  It brought a specialist science laboratory and new changing 
rooms. Exhibitions were held in the quad to celebrate. 

B. Following the death of Mr Watt, Thomas Arthur Williams - fondly known as TAW - took over 
as head.  He had been a teacher at the school from the early days, and a senior master after 
returning from service in the navy and the army during World War 1.  He remained as Head until his 
retirement in 1951, and continued his connection with the school after this as a governor.   

J. We are fortunate to possess many good quality pictures from the 1940s thanks to Massers 
studios in Malton .  They show us a school active in sport and drama, and clearly a strong part of the 
community.  

B. At some time during this period we think a school song was adopted.  The song was a hymn, 
Eternal Ruler of The Ceaseless Round, with music by Eric Thiman.  Mr Fearnley has managed to find a 
copy on the internet, and we have some sixth form musicians to play the tune for you tonight.  
When was it first used?  It was written in 1927, so not before then. If you remember singing the 
song, please let Mr Fearnley know.  

J. Tonight please welcome Emily Stolting and Alex Lancaster to play the tune on violin and 
viola, accompanied by James on piano. The words are in the programme if anyone feels like joining 
in! 

Emily Stolting Alex Lancaster James Poole.   Eternal Ruler of the Ceaseless Round 

H. Thank you Emily Alex and James.  When “TAW” - Mr Williams - retired, he was followed by 
“PIP” – Mr Philip Taylor.  Mr Taylor led the Grammar school for the next twenty years.  We continue 
to have some very good photos from this period, stamped Massers, as well as a number of formal 
group photos including some panoramic photographs of the whole school.  If anyone can name 



anyone on the photos, there are some post-it notes on tables tonight – please write a note and stick 
it on the photo.   

L. The school expanded again in 1958, when the block which is now our “40s” block was added 
(40s because those are the room numbers in the corridor) , providing a new school hall and 
gymnasium, new kitchens and new science laboratories.  At the same time, a new school was built a 
few hundred yards up the road – Malton County Modern School  - which of course you are sat in at 
the moment.   

H. George Hanson was the sole headteacher of the County Modern during its brief 13 year 
existence.  The school brought students from many village elementary and schools, and from the 
National School which used to stand on the site of the current Malton library.  It also brought many 
of the headteachers from these schools to join the staff of the new school.  A very happy place by all 
accounts. 

L. To take us back to 1958 we have asked more of our sixth formers to perform for us.  In the 
late 1950s rock and roll was sweeping across America and into Britain, and a young man named Elvis 
Presley was causing more than a little stir.   Ladies and gentlemen, to play Hound-dog, please 
welcome Lewis Delaney, Arron Leadley, Declan Suddaby, Greg Storey and Steve Smith. 

Lewis Delaney etc Hound Dog 

B. Thank you Lewis, Arron, Declan, Greg, and Steve.   
The two schools continued to thrive and prosper in the 1950s and 1960s, but throughout the 1960s 
discussions were taking place about structural changes to the way education was delivered.  
Gradually it became clear that the way forward would be some kind of merger between the schools.  
This finally happened in 1971, and thus we come to the second anniversary we are celebrating – the 
40th anniversary of Malton School in its present form, as an 11-18 comprehensive.  

J. Philip Taylor was appointed as Head of the new school, but was taken ill and died in the first 
term.  The newly appointed deputy, John Gresswell, took over and was appointed head, a post he 
held until his retirement in 1989.  These were difficult times in education generally, with a lack of 
investment by government, apart from the cheap pre-fabricated units tacked on to schools as a 
result of the raising of the school leaving age – the RoSLA blocks.   

B. In the later years there were falling rolls to contend with, and also industrial action by 
teachers, limiting what could be achieved by schools nationally.   

J. You will not find many photos from this period – the official photos seemed to have gone 
out of fashion, and we rely on a few snaps taken by students plus a few newspaper clips for our 
pictorial record of the time.  If anyone has any photos to add we would be very grateful.  

B. To take us back to 1971 we have asked one of our Year 11 students to perform one of the 
pop songs of the time.  Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Declan Gough to sing Amarillo by  
Tony Christie 

Declan Gough Amarillo 



H. Thanks Declan.  Mr Gresswell was succeeded in 1989 by David Roberts, who was head for 20 
years, retiring in 2006.  We are delighted that  he could join us tonight.  During his time the school 
population continued to fall until in 1994 it stood at 487, before gradually rising again year on year 
to its recent highs of over 750 students.  New additions and improvements to the school also took 
place – with the conversion of the Youth Annexe to a music centre, the former domestic science 
rooms to art studios, a new library, 4 computer network rooms, and finally after many years 
campaigning four new science laboratories in a new science building.   

L. The 1990s were marked by continuous change imposed by government, with the National 
Curriculum and seemingly endless tinkering with its content and its assessment.  Financial 
management also became more local – headteachers had a budget to spend, and priorities to set.  

H. On Mr Roberts retirement, Mr Williams took over and has been head for the last 5 years.  
During this period the school has continued to grow, most notably with an expansion in sixth form 
numbers.  And new building developments continued, culminating in the long awaited opening of 
the Malton Sports Centre on the school site in February of this year.  

L. And that in a nutshell is Malton School over the last hundred years.  Obviously there is much 
more to tell, and Mr Fearnley has written a book charting the history of the school.  If you haven’t 
got a copy, we still have some for sale tonight, at the reduced price of £15.  We also have a few 
copies of a previous History of Malton Grammar School, written by the late David Lloyd in 1965, 
price £3.  See Mr Fearnley if you would like to purchase either of these.  

H. In a few minutes we are going to ask Mr Williams to come up and tell you briefly about the 
Malton School of the future, but before we do, let us bring you up to date musically with a 2011 
song by the singer Adele.   

L. We have two sixth form musicians to play for you – Joanna Booker and Cameron Race, who 
are going to sing and play Someone Like You.  Ladies and gentlemen, Joanna and Cameron. 

Joanna and Cameron 

B. Thank you Joanna and Cameron.  Now ladies and gentlemen, please welcome our 
headteacher, Mr Williams, to finish off the formal part of the evening, after which we hope you will 
stay and talk with us and with each other.  Mr Williams. 

Mr Williams 

H Thank you Mr Williams. That almost concludes the formal part of the evening.  We would 
like to mention Friends of Malton School, which exists simply to help raise funds for facilities for 
current students in the school, and to ensure that archive material from the school’s long past is 
preserved for future generations.  

L   If anyone would like to make  a donation tonight, there is a collection box by the exit.  If 
anyone would like to find out more there are application forms and newsletters available.   One 
project we would like to fund is the purchase of new, comfortable chairs for this hall, for our events 
and concerts.  Chairs cost between £15-£30 depending on their comfort level, so we have a lot to 
raise.  



B In a minute Mr Fearnley would like to take a group photo of everyone here tonight, and asks 
if you would be kind enough to come and stand on these stage blocks to do this once we have 
finished our announcements. 

J Then please do look at the displays in the foyer and the corridor – where there are pictures 
of Malton County Modern days – as well as those in the hall here.  If anyone would like a tour of the 
school then please see the four of us at the back of the hall in a few minutes.  Holly and Lewis will 
take people down to East Wing , and myself and Bryony  will take anyone interested around West 
Wing.  We don’t propose going across to the Sports Centre tonight given the dark path across the 
field, and the fact that it is operating its evening programme.  

J. So please assemble here for a photograph now, and then tours leaving from the back of the 
hall after that if anyone is interested.  Otherwise it just remains for us to thank you for coming 
tonight. Please do stay and look at our displays, talk to our sixth form interviewers, write something 
in the guest book, and talk to each other.   

H L J B   thank you and goodnight.   


